Arabic is an
Instrument
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“In the Islamic Sciences, the core content is

basically Qur’an, hadith, figh, and ‘agidah. But,
before you study this, you need some tools, hence
instruments. The most important is the Arabic
language which includes grammar, conjugation,
balagha (rhetoric), and so forth.”



“Most colleges and universities offer two
tracks of study to students interested in
studying the Arabic language: classical and
modern. Students studying the classics are
being trained as historians and the most
important thing for historians is to be able to
read the texts correctly. This means that
reading comprehension is the most important.

After 9/11, there was a shift and interest in
modern Arabic. Now, modern Arabic is still
Arabic, but the focus was mostly on
speaking and listening comprehension.
Western academia spent less time on
grammar, so that they could train people in
how to communicate.”
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“Usually, a student goes either
classics or modern. You do not do
both because it takes a lot of
time. That’s a speciality. In
Arabic, you are covering at least
14 centuries of literature and
that’s huge if you compare it to
Shakespearean English or a little
before which goes back 3 or 4
centuries. We are talking about
five times that period.

Alhamdulillah, what is
beautiful about Arabic is that
the same grammar still
works, meaning if you are
going to do modern Arabic or
classical Arabic, you still have
to study the same grammar."



“Whalt is unique about Darul Qasim is that we

need both classical and modern Arabic. We
recognize it’s a lot of work, but we need both. We
need people who are perfectly comfortable in
reading and comprehending text, meaning
basically the Qur’an and Sunnah, ma sha’ Allah.”



“The most important thing is for our students to read the
text. For example, to be able to read the Qur’an and to

understand it. That is reading comprehension. Training will

be heavy on grammar and conjugation and on rhetoric
(balagha). For the beginner that’s what we train them to do
and we spend a lot of time drilling them on that.

As students advance, we want them to be able to
communicate what they know in Arabic, so we focus on
listening comprehension and on speaking. Especially if

they are going to engage other Muslim scholars from
overseas whose common language is not English, but
rather Arabic. For this very reason, this year we
created the Friday labs. The Friday labs are just once a
week at the moment. In these labs, students speak and
write in Arabic depending on their level.”




“Darul Qasim
College’s Arabic
Department is
looking towards the
future. In sha’ Allah,
we will produce our
own PhDs and so
forth. These people
will be like guardians.
Because a lot of what
is happening in
academia, not all of
it, but a lot of it, is
just sometimes
almost ridiculous.”
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“From my experience, I know that a lot of
people who are in academia, their knowledge
of Arabic is nowhere near our senior students.
It just doesn’t compare. What is sad is that
people are writing theses and dissertations and
making outrageous claims. If somebody knows
what they are doing, responding to them is
easy. They will know they cannot get away with
outrageous claims without backing it up.”



“We hope to engage academia in language theory, meaning
engaging people in linguistics, who don’t necessarily
specialize in Arabic. There is a massive Islamic Heritage
study and because it is the Qur’an the amount of effort
and time that was put into it is incredible. A lot of people,
especially those who don’t study Arabic, are not aware of
it. It is our job to present it. We have dealt with these

issues like semantics, phonetics, and linguistics."



"If you want to be on the cutting edge of what was

produced internationally, you have to know Islamic
heritage. So, we will be doing defending, we will be
doing presenting, and if we excel in it, we will be
challenging. That is how we are thinking of leading
the department in sha’ Allah.”



